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GiiURGH SAYS SOVIET
TETS U3, RESOLVE
dll TROOPS IV CUBA

ASKS IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL

'He Asserts lr_isufﬁcient Response
by Administration Could Lead
to'F urtﬁgr Adventurism’ -

s

By BERNARD WEINRAUB
Special to The New York Times A

WASHINGTON, . Sept. 9 -— Senator
Frank Church, chairman of the Foreign
Relations Committee, said today that
that an insufficient Administration re-
sponse to the presence of Soviet combat
troops in Cuba would invite *‘further ad-
venturism™ by the Soviet Union in Latin-
America and other areas. :

The. relationship between the United
States and the-Soviet Union, Mr. Church
said,'was now *‘riding at stake’” over the
disclosure that the troops were in Cuba,
ard he called for their immaediate with-
drawal. ) L '

“It’s a test,” Mr. Church said in a tele-
phene interview |
ploved a combat brigade secretly in
Cuba, attempted to conceal its presence,
but they knew the brigade would be dis.
covered by us. They're testing our re.
solve, - .

“We must decide where to draw the
lite against the deployment of Soviet
combat troops. If not in Cuba, ‘where
woulditbe?” -~ - . CoLyn

Vance to Meet Dobrynin. - ;" * <

Although President Carter and Secra
tary of State Cyrus R. Vance, in their
public statements, have avoided ‘calling
for the withdrawal of the Soviet brigade,
Mr. Vance is expected to do so tomorrow
when he meets with the Soviet Ambassa.-
dor, Anatoly F. Dobrynin. Mr, Dobrynin
returned to the United States today from
2 vacation in the Soviet Union that was

extended because of his father’s death. .. -

|

“The Russians de..

* Secretary of State for Political Affairs.

.for years,
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In the interview, as well as in an ap-
pearance earlier on CBS’s “‘Face the Na-
tion,” Mr. Church, Democrat of Idaho,
said, **1t is my assessment of the mood of
the senate that the SALT treaty will not .
get the necessary two-thirds majority un.
less these troops are removed.”

"I think they must be withdrawn,” he .
added. “That would be the only satisfac.
tory outcome.”’ P

President Carter said over the week-
end that the strategic-arms treaty should
be approved by the Senate “‘on its own
merits’” without any link to Soviet ac-
tivity in Cuba or elsewhere. - o

. - New Details Emerge PRI

Meanwhile, further details emerged
today of how the Administration learned
of the presence of the troops and how it in-
formed key public officials, including Mr.
Church. . ’ e

Mr. Church broke the news of the pres-
ence of Soviet troops in Cuba at a news
conference in Boise, Idoho, on Aug 30. In
the interview today, he said that Senator
Richard Stone, Democrat of Florida, had
initially raised the possiblity that combat |
troops were in Cuba at hearings of the'
Foreign Relations Committee on J uly 17
and that intelligence and defense officials
at the time had said that there was “no
evidence” to indicate their preserce.-

“1 issued a public statement,” Mr.
Church said. “Then on Aug. 30, Dave
Newsom told me that our intelligence
confirmed the presence of a combat
bridge in Cuba.” Mr. Newsom is Under

Mr. Church added: ‘‘Having denied it
publicly on the basis of information I re-
ceived in July, I felt I was obliged to
make the truth public.” Mr.Church said
he had advised Secretary of State Vance

of the Soviet brigade in Cuba.

According-to Mr. Church, Mr: Vance]
told him, *‘I know. you'll use your best!
judgment.” ST

Intellgence officials, meanwhile, con-]
firmed published reports today that the|
Soviet troops were sighted orr Aug. 17 by
United States satellite cameras. Several

that he planned to announce the presence

days-earlier, according to the reports,:
United, States intelligence officials had
been advised that Soviet combat troops
-stationed" near Havana had planned

maneuversinthearea. . ... S
On Aug. 20, another satellite mission.
over Cuba found further evidence of the-
Soviet brigade. _ Ce e
Intelligence officials have said that
there was reason to believe that a Soviet
combat foree had served quietly in Cuba
perhaps as far back as 1962
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crisis. .
Former President Gerald R. Ford said

yesterday that he resented allegations

that Soviet troops had been in Cuba be-;
fore ne left office in January 1977. In a
speech in Afanta, the formsr President
said he doubted that United States intelli-
gence during his Administration had
been so poor that it would have missed:
“*such a major deveiopment.’”

Troops Operate Discreetly

According to intelligence officials, the
Soviet Union went to unusual lengths to
carmouilage the presence of their ground
troops in Cuba. It has never publicly men-
" tioned the troops, who serve two to three

year tours and who are divided berween
two locations resembling Cuban camps
near Los Palacios, 60 miles west of Hava-
.na. e
Intelligence officials. said - that the
Soviet troops operated discreetly, rarely
conducting field maneuvers or engaging
.in elaborate communications cantacts.

. They also said that United States con-
cernover the shipment of Soviet MIG-23's
to Cuba prompted Mr. Carter late in 1978-
“to order the first photo- reconnaissance
planes over the island since 1977. The
overilights were sporadic and were not
.continued reguiarly. . - . -

Earlier this year, according to Admin-
istration cfficials, American signal and
photo intalligence picked up hints indicat-
ing the presence of a Soviet brigade, but;r
the evidence touched gif a dispute in the;
intelligence community. By July, Army]|
Intelligence officials as well as the Na-
tional Security Agenecy insisted that thet
accumulation of data made tt plain that|
Soviet ground troops were in Cuba. Other:
intelligence agencies disagreed. .

Carter Orders Surveillance

By mid-July, according to intelligence
officials, President Carter had ‘sent a
memorandum to Adm: Stansfieid Turner,
the director of Central Intelligence, or-|
dering increased intelligence surveil~
lance of Cuba to determine whether ornet
the Soviet Union- had placed : ground
troopsthere. - = .'x. U0 T v
" An Administration -official _said " that
Mr. Carter and others had Erown espe-
cially concerned about Cuba, and Latin
America, in view of the collapse of the
Somoza regime in Nicaragua and the
prospect of general turmoil in the area.

At this point Senator Stone, whose con-
stituency in Florida includes a sizable
Cuban population, asked defense and in-
telligence officiais- about rumors of a

Sovietbrigadeon theisland, - : ... o
- Defense Secretary Harold- Brown as
well as Mr.Vance reported that there was
no evidence of a **substantial increase’
in the size of the Soviet military presence-
in Cuba, which has been made up of ad-]
visers for years. . SRR SR AR PR,

“*Our intelligence,” Mr.:Brown said,’
“does not- warrant the conclusion. that
there are any other ‘significant Soviet
military forces in Cuba,”” R PR SR
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